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Regional organizations including COMESA and ASARECA, international institutions such as the World Bank, FAO, 
and WFP are using results from an ILRI/ReSAKSS food price study to design and implement strategies and policies to 
address regional food production opportunities.  
Global food prices started rising sharply in 2006 and reached record levels in late 2008. Alhough the impact of rising 
food prices was worldover, there was limited data and information to effectively inform domestic and regional policy 
responses/action. Global analyses did not adequately address the nuances of regional food production and trade as 
well as transmission of price effects from global to domestic markets. ILRI and the Regional Strategic and Knowledge 
Support System for Eastern and Central Africa (ReSAKSS-ECA) collaborated in a multi-institutional regional study 
to examine food price trends, analyze the key drivers, and estimate the magnitude and implications of food price 
changes in national and regional markets. To provide a broader regional decision making picture, multiple institutions 
were engaged and livestock data combined with other food staples.   
The project was first planned in the 2007-2009 MTP under the under Theme 1, Output 1 "enhanced understanding 
of major trends in the global and regional livestock systems...." and has provided research evidence to inform 
Regional Economic Communities, FAO, national governments among others in the design, implementation and 
evaluation of agricultural and rural development initiatives. This study has led to expansion of efforts in support of 
developing research platforms to increase research synergies building on ILRI’s work of establishing research 
platforms and making them responsive and productive.  
The report’s key findings showed significant variation in regional food situation compared to the global one, largely 
because of this region’s exceptional diversity in production and trade conditions. The study provided practical short, 
medium and long-term options for governments and other stakeholders for addressing the problem. The report is 
available at http://www.asareca.org/resources/reports/resp2food_pr_main.pdf . 
The results have been presented at various regional and international high-level meetings, including the following: 
 The World Bank and WFP requested that ILRI host a roundtable conference in Nairobi to discuss the results from the 
study as part of national and regional response to the food crisis (Held on July 22, 2008 at ILRI Nairobi. The meeting 
was attended by 60 participants who included high level policy makers as well as policy analysts and researchers from 
a range of international and national organizations including World Bank, WFP, AGRA, NGOs, KENFAP, KARI, 
Tegemeo Institute, government officials, and international and national press. Program attached  
• The work has been presented at various fora: 1) COMESA’s policy seminar on market; 2) FAO’s high level 
discussion on ending hunger in Africa; High Level Conference on World Food Security held in Rome between 
3-5 June, 2008, and 3) 1st Uganda Food and Nutrition Congress held on 19th -20th February, 2009, Kampala, 
Uganda. The theme of congress was: Challenges, Successes and Opportunities to Improve Nutrition. Program 
available online.  
Use of the ReSAKSS food crisis work: 
1. The WFP has used the work to inform policy makers, researchers and public; 
2. The research results have been used to influence regional research, donor and policy agendas.  
  
International Livestock Research Institute 
   P O Box 30709, Nairobi 00100, Kenya 
   Phone + 254 20 422 3000 
   Email ILRI-Kenya@cgiar.org 
   P O Box 5689, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 
   Phone + 251 11 617 2000 
   Email ILRI-Ethiopia@cgiar.org 
www.ilri.org
ILRI is supported by the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research. It works for better lives  
through livestock 
o The African Agricultural Market Programme (AAMP) of COMESA used the results to demonstrate the 
diversity of market conditions in Eastern and Southern Africa and its implications for market 
development ; 
o COMESA is also discussing the integration of the study findings into action plans for the 
implementation of CAADP (Personal communication by email: COMESA region CAADP Coordinator); 
o ASARECA convened a conference to discuss and highlight the food situation in the region and used 
preliminary results of the study to forge a partnership involving government, national, regional and 
international organizations for further work on this topic; 
o The Heinrich-Boell-Foundation used the results of the study in debates on the underlying causes and 
effects of food price trends. The foundation also requested for food commodity price data for Kenya 
which they are planning to use for a study to assess whether tubers, including potato, could help 
Kenyan households cope with rising food prices; 
o The findings from the study also featured in ILRI’s 2007 Annual Report  
o The work has also been used by the CGIAR Collective Action News as an input to Updates on 
Agricultural research in Africa. 
3. The unique data set collected is being continuously updated and used to inform decision makers on food 
trends and researchers, as well as for media briefings.  
 
